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Of Some of | 


aſt Paſſages 
Mr. Boon's Life. 


| T the Tryal of the Fore-mentioned Mr. Boone 
A in the Burrough of Great Yarmouth, it was gi- 
den in upon Oath by Mr. Read the Goaler , and 
his Wife, and one Warterheld his Keeper , that for ſeve- 
ral days after his Impriſonment (a Week ſays Warterfield) 

| hy was not in his Senſes. Now hy reaſon that he himſelf 
Fier his Condemnation drew up a Paper, which was to be in 
the Nature of a Confeſſion, and to be Publiſh'd to the 
World at his Execution, and which (for reaſons þTeafter 
to be mentioned, not being ordered to the Prep, nor ſuf- 
| fered to come abroad, it is ſuppoſed the ce fach Pa- 
per from the Publice may Adminiſter an Occaſion of ſu- 
icion, at leait to ſome of his Friends, That he had 
got fair play from the Corporation ; but was really a 
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f the Town adviſed him to think of giving ſatisfaition 


to the World, and to leave ſuch a Declaration of his 


Guilt behind him, as might give Glory to God , and 


Convincement that he dyed 4 Penitent. © 


And conſidering his Abilities and the Confuſion, which 
through ſhame, and the ſpeech of the People, and the ter- 
rors of death uſually ſeize upon Criminals at the time of 


Execution, they pray d he would put his Thoughts into Wri- 
ting, and cauſe them to be delivered to the Mayor for 
Publication; accordingly he did put together ſo much of 


his Caſe as he thought fit to be Communicated ; but up- 
on the Miniſters peruſal of that Writing, they diſcersd 
in it ſo much want of "Judgment , Temper, and Chn- 


ſtian Charity as could by no means be approuv'd of; am 
therefore wiſh'd him to lay it by and Compoſe another, 
wyhereupon he told them, He would truſt to his memo- 
5 without any Papcr at all, believing he ſhould 
have ſuch an Aſſurance and ſo calm a Temper with- 


in, as would inable him to deliver himſelf intelli- 
gibly and ſatisfaGorily to every Body; however, upon 


by Confe- | 
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his leaving the Goal, 


Mhatever Opinion Mr. Boone had of bimſelf, whas- 
ever Foundation he had to think he ſhould ſpeał compo- 
 ſedly at the hour of Death, he did not anſwer the ex. 
pectation, nor was ſo particular in his Acknonledoment 
of the murder, and of the Circumſtances that induced 

im to it; For at the place of Execution he was re- 


ally overwhelmed with Horror and Conſternation ; aud af- 


ter he had told the People he was brought thitler to 


ſuffer a ſhameful and ignominious Death, that le ws 


Guilty of the Fact for which he was Condemned and 


that he did deſerve to dye, he was perfectly at a Hfid. 


But being freed in ſome meaſure from th pref. 
ſure of his Amazement, through the Aſſiſtance one 
of the Miniſters, he came to his Speech again| and 


ſaid ſome things; though a little broken and ikohe- 


rent, yet of great uſe to the World, and ſuch afargu- 


ed him to be truly Penitent; and I ſhall put thay in- 


to a little better order than they came from him) but. 


vary nothing from the ſenſe and meaning. 


| He told NE had been guil | 
all forts of fins, for which Je ſar 
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heartily ſorry, and | hoped thro? the Medi- 
ation of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, that God would 
gr acioully forgive him. He was very , earneſt 
wit the people to take warning by his Fall. 
He told them, that the neglect of his daily 
Prayers, & the publick Worſhip of God 
were the reaſon» that moved him to for- 
ſake him; and thereupon preſſed all houſ- 
holders and others to the uſe of Family- 
Prayer, & to religious obſervation of the 
Lord 's-day both forenoon and afternoon ; 
he ſpoke in the Commendation of the 
Church of England , and ſal, If there 
were a True hann on Ear th it was 
that; He told us, That Chriſtians of o- 
ther Perſuaſions might {mooth us, but 

ther they would deceive us; But the 
Church of England would never deceive 
anyBody ; and that he hoped to beſay'd 
by he Chriſtian Faith as taught. in that 
Chirch; and as near as I can recollect 
thee were his own words; he {poke 
muh in praiſe of our Magiſtrates , „ he 
owrd he had a fair Tryal, and received 
moe reſpects and kindneſies from them 
durng his Imprifonment, than he had 
_ know pad. to perſons 1 in his Circum- 


/ 5 ſtances. | 


9 
ſtances. He preſſed a profound Reve- 
rence to them and ſaid, That Cie! Gbe- 
dience would prevent a great deal of that 
impiety that reigned in the world; he 


deſired all people to pray for him; pn 


which a united thout of Lord have Mercy on 
thy Soul Eccho'd throughout the Field; then 
in a ſhort Prayer he Recommended his 
Soul to God, as into the hands of a taith- 
ful Creator ; and the Hang-man having 
received a grant of Pardon from him, 
after a Convenient Pauſe did his Office. 


All theſe particulars however diſorderly delivered by 


him, cannot but incline men of Candor and Ingenuity to 
believe, that Mr. Boon carried into the other World a qri- 
ſtian temper and died in hope, notwithſtanding his hudding 
over his guilt of Blood, and acquainting us with what in- 


tention of mind, or upon what motives and inducemqrs_ 


he was tempted to it. 


xr 


cot to remove any difference that may come that ] 
the Miniſters of the Town knew the inlide of him, asþ< 


ing frequently with him during his inpriſonment, and gy > 
(however reſerved as to his ſecret Confeſſion) declarf to 


__* ſach as are inquiftive about him, that he confe# to dem 
the Murder and the inducement to it; and tat wh 


Cut Mrs Wenmans Throat, he knew what b did, tit the 


Confeſſion upon the day of his Execution, vs the fame with 
that which he firſt delivered after his jmprifeament , and 
they obſerved - in him Sorrow aid Humiliation for his Sins, 


ſuch Faith in Chriſt, and Charitz. to men, as taclþed them 


to think him worthy of Abſolutioa and the Viaticqu of the 


Sacrament, 
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both which he received t their hands the Morp- -- Rn 
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This is what . Was ks needfol to ſet people right as ts 
"Ihe manner of this Wretches Laſt Conduct and Beh an 
viour. 
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e at laſt obtained a paper of Mr. Boon 's Confeſſon, 
which I ſend you here incloſed, but for the paper him- 
ſelf left behind 'tis aot permitted to be made publick,.. 
and this will no doubt ſatisfy all reaſonable Perſons of 
the Juftice done Mr. Been, I ſaw; that paper this day my 
ſelf I mean part of it, in which he de s us he was Born 
of honeit Parents in the Year 1808 0 nd was Educa- 
ted in the Religion of the Ghurch of England, and 
when arrived at Years of aoretion , was made Purſer : 
in a Ship of War called. the May, aid in that and o 
tler Ships behav'd himſelf very Well, keepin ing. his. Repu- 
e there till ag unllappy Accident Ingaged him in a- 
Unel, in which he was wounded in the Neck, which, Inca- 
citated nim from following his. Imploy; ; he was W a 
rds Honqured ſo fat as to be made Captain in the 
ilitta in Sir Francis Heads Regiment „Where he obtaian- 0 
the good will of the Generality of the Gentry of 
e County of Kent, and was always inſtrumental in 
mpoſing Differences that kapp ened between them, as 
yas Sworn. At. his. Tryal by a Very worthy Gentleman, . . | 
e was in it e Lear 1799: ſent by the Commiſſioners Df” 
e Duty on Salt to EI rd Comb in Devonſhire , 
jente WAS, removed to Yarmouth , Where he lived for 
24 momhs ig Mr. Wenmans” Family, and all t 
K ſays) che never ſaw any Differences 
taten Pr. Wenman and his Wite 2 
he does acki viedge be*comnmitted_the Murder; 
dedla re it Was Boe withgut Premidita tion 95 Bor dig. 
fore the Fae 210 mir h 03 
Jan dau reaſonal 
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